Vol. 62, No. 2 
Feb. 14, 
2001 
Wednesday 


© Trustees approve 
raise to $135,500 
based on merit 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


President David Hartleb has 

_ been awarded a $21,000 raise as a 

result of this year’s annual evalu- 

_ According to Cathy Frazer, 

trustee and chairperson for the 

personnel committee, Hartleb’s 

salary, which is currently $114,500, 

falls below average amongst the 

15 community college presidents 

in the state. The raise was based 

ona performance merit evaluated 

by the volunteer leadership team 
and a self-evaluation by Hartleb. 

According to Frazer, the board 

of higher education had a cap on 

salaries at the time of Hartleb’s 

_ hire, making his starting salary 


See HARTLEB, page 6 


Snow closing 

is not in 

the forecast 

By BARBARA POLLETTA 

Editor 

The snow storm policy at NECC 

has caused some confusion and 

frustration among students and 

faculty. 

An explanatory memo from 
Steven Fabbrucci, associate dean 
of human resources, was sent out 
on Nov. 7, prior to the onset of 
winter weather. The memo out- 
lined for all college employees 
what the procedure is for getting 
closing information. Refrigerator 
magnets were made available by 
student activities and orientation, 
providing a reference number to 
call for college announcements 
at: (978) 556-3002. 

What you will find however, is 

See SNOW, page 5 
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It's okay to be grumpy 
about Valentine's Day 
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EASY RIDER CRUISES CAMPUS: Nick Patrie finds his inner child and still likes scooters. 


Scooting back to childhood 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


. f that is me in that pic- 
ture, yes I am riding on 
the hottest toy of this 

Christmas past. I love it. It is 

zippy fast, light and kinda fash- 

ionable. 

You may think that this is a 
child’s toy, no more than a pass- 
ing fad that will be forgotten 
along with Furby and dot-com 
empires. You may be right, but 
I love this little toy; I love the 
feeling it gives me and the giddy 
childish feeling it brings to me 
when I look at it. Pll tell you 
why. 

First off, I didn’t go to the 
mall and buy the first silver 
scooter I saw. lactually shopped. 
I used to be an avid cyclist, and 
I knew that there was some- 
thing better than the famed 
“Razor.” It is a good product for 
the price, but a little too small 
and weak. I wanted a scooter 
with some significance, strength 


and the ability to make younger 
kids eyes light up and say “Whoa, 
cool.” 

At an alternative sports shop in 
Florida there was a rack with top 
of the line “kickboards” or scoot- 
ers. That was where I would buy 
my new scoot. 

Amidst names like Razor and 
K2, the shop owner pointed out 
the SI Scooterworks model. It was 
bigger and stronger than the stan- 
dard “Razor” styling. Everything 
was welded on the frame, nothing 
bolted on, 200mm wheels as op- 
posed to the dinky, conventional 
100mm wheel size on most scoot- 
ers. 

That was the one that I bought. 
Metallic green, instead of silver, 
anda spring-loaded front wheel to 
absorb small bumps and dips that 
would throw a standard kids 
scooter. It also had the ground 
clearance and build to accommo- 
date a large guy like me. It was a 
piece of mechanical beauty that 
felt like air beneath my feet. With 
a price tag of 200+ big ones, it 


definitely felt worth it. 

Yes, I do have my regrets. 
Take me back to my youth, 
about 11 years ago. I loved my 
first scooter. It was built more 
like a bicycle (remember those?) 
The thing was awesome. Mini 
bike wheels and a hand-brake, 
some even had little kickstands. 
When the scooter craze came 
back with the folding, portable, 
six pound scoot from Japan, a 
guy I knew salvaged the frame 
and wheels from an old scooter 
he found in the junk heap. He 
jig-sawed a new deck out of an 
old skateboard and replaced the 
handlebar with a BMX handle 
setup. The thing was the sweet- 
est slice of retro pie. I would 
love to do it myself some day. 
But we still have hours of fun 
on his, doing tricks like bunny- 
hops and curb stalls and grinds. 
Just like we were kids again. 

I haven’t gotten down and 
dirty with my SI yet. It did see 


See SCOOTERS, page 5 
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View of student life in 
UK in a letter from 
Liverpool 


Budget 
cap may 
be lifted 


and class cuts offer 
hope for budget 


By ED HUDSON 
Contributing Repoter 


A “spending cap” recently 
placed on the college by NECC 
President David Hartleb denying 
purchases over $500 to all clubs, 
organizations and academic de- 
partments at the college is ex- 
pected to be lifted within the next 
week. 

Mark Andrews, vice president 
of administration, confirmed that 
the so-called “budget crisis” 
stemmed from a large and volatile 
$2.7 million line item account in 
academic affairs. 

According to Andrews, in late 
November the finance department 
saw some telltale signs that ex- 
penditures would exceed its bud- 
get. 

“We had a six figure problem,” 
Andrews said. “It was out of con- 
trol.” 

He has been working with the 
registrar and the advising center 
to make sure the account gets 
balanced. 

The account is for part-time 
D.C.E. credit faculty according to 
Andrews, who said, “We had to 
get to the root of this before the 
contracts were offered.” 

“We had to make a budget 
modification,” Andrews said. 

That modification had to bring 
into balance the amount of con- 
tracts and their costs with what 
the budget was for FY2001. In or- 
der to do so “we offered less con- 
tracts and canceled classes,” he 
said. 

According to Andrews, prob- 
lems arose with the amount of 
courses the college can offer be- 
cause of charging less due to low- 
ered tuition, along with the need 
to pay teachers more because of 


See BUDGET, page 5 


® Page 2 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2001 


Presidential policy 
patronizes pedagogues 


In the last issue, the Observer 
covered an administrative man- 
date that set a $500 cap on single 
purchases by clubs. Since the Jan. 
4 memo detailing the plan was 
issued, our reporters have asked 
the administration and the presi- 
dent of the college about the freeze, 
and have gathered that the condi- 
tions leading to the purse strings 
being tied are no longer existent, 
but the restrictive precedent 
stands. 

Is it still in place because no 
one has said anything official to 
the contrary? Or, is it with us 
because the office of the president 
is playing it safe with our budgets? 
After David Hartleb, the president 
of the college, finished his remarks 


on Jan. 29, requesting faculty do- ~ 


nations for the construction of a 
new technology building, a re- 
porter asked him about the $500 
cap. Hartleb said while the finan- 
cial tumult is over, he’s not lifting 
the ban because he is “conserva- 
tive.” 

His restraint may profit the 
ledgers of our college, but it does 
nothing for clubs who are forced 
to labor under shortages in criti- 
cal assets. Neither does it address 
why the administration trusts fac- 
ulty members with the college’s 
leading asset: students, but re- 
fuses to see teachers as respon- 
sible enough to handle their club’s 
accounts. Is the president’s con- 
servative approach an indication 
of deeper doubts about his faculty’s 
abilities? 

During his speech requesting 
teacher donations for a technol- 
ogy center, Hartleb said he needed 
their financial support to demon- 
strate to larger donors, that NECC 
teachers were behind the idea. It’s 
interesting that some ofthe people 
he needs to bait the hook for big 
contributors are now using their 
resources to help fund their stu- 
dents’ activities. 


Susan Sanders, adviser to the 
Top Notch Players, said she is pur- 
chasing items for her club out of 
pocket and with little hope of re- 
imbursement. Because they refuse 
to forecast the status of our funds, 
the administration is punishing 
advisers who are compassionate 
enough to make up for the schools 
conservatism, by personally fund- 
ing activities. 

Since a memo forbade pur- 
chases over $500 due to a budget 
crunch, then in all likelihood stu- 
dent advisers will not make pur- 
chase requests in excess of that 
amount. Butifthe allotted money, 
is available, and the school is with- 
holding that information, then the 
administration is declaring its dis- 
trust of faculty, its scorn for clubs, 
and telegraphing a condescend- 
ing posture for future policy deci- 
sions. If this is not the case then 
the college should explain why, if 
the funds are intact, that they 
aren't also available. 

What about those prudent in- 
dividuals who have placed their 
organizations on a budgetary self 
probation due to the content of 
the last communication? What 
have they already sacrificed due to 
a failure on behalf of the adminis- 
tration to inform? What student 
activities has the school thwarted 
by way of its silent fiat? 

At the very least, the school 
should answer for its lack of con- 
tact with clubs. The theme of the 
Jan.4 memo indicated a protracted 
situation that might seriously 
impact student activities. It caused 
organizations to cancel events 
previously scheduled, eradicating 
the painstaking footwork of sto- 
len moments between studies and 
work that students and advisers 
used to enhance their clubs. Ifthe 
crisis is over, why are we the last 
to know? Are we jousting giant 
windmills to gratify the president’s 
conservatism? Is there a legiti- 
mate reason behind our thin 
nickle, or are we merely satisfying 
the administration’s curiosity? 
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George Bournakis, Undecided 


“A date with Isabella Rossellini at 
the Ann & Hope snack bar.” 


Lisa Michaud, General Studies 


“Robert DeNiro, carrying presents.” 


Anthony DiTommaso, Liberal Arts 


“Hanging out with one of my lady 
friends.” 


Photos by O'Ryan Johnson 


John Totman, Graphic Design 


“Someone subtle, and nice, witha 
good personality.” 


Melissa Martinez, General Studies 


“Brad Pitt, dressed like he was in 
'Fight Club.” 


Joseph Valerio, Accounting 


“My girlfriend, Adaliz.” . 
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Superb owl hunts crime 


@ At the Superbowl, 
"Big Brother" technology 
contaminates our 
well of freedom 


When the 
Superbowl 
kicked off in 
Raymond 
James Sta- 
dium all eyes 
were on the 
game. As at- 
tendees scru- 
tinized the 
MVP of the 
game, who was acquitted of mur- 
der earlier in the week, they were 
unknowing accomplices in a mar- 
keting event, for what law en- 
forcement officials believe, will be 
an MVP in the apprehension of 
suspects. ~ 

The lucky few thousand who 
were able to pass through the 
turnstiles and watch the 
Superbowl live, were unaware that 
an entity was scanning them, and 
with mathematical precision, cata- 
loging their facial characteristics 
while comparing them to a data- 
base of known offenders. 

According to an Associated 
Press report, Tampa Police Spokes- 
man Said of the surveillance, “At 
any international event, the po- 
tential for a terrorist event is much 


greater. We were impressed; the 
system makes a match within sec- 
onds.” 

The technology, already in place 
here in Massachusetts at the De- 
partment of Transitional Assis- 
tance was created by the MIT Me- 
dia Department in 1996, and is 
marketed by Viisage Technology, 
of Littleton, MA. 

Viisage designed a system 
where digital cameras record a 
persons face, and assign it a num- 
ber, based on the space between 
the eyes, nose and mouth, trans- 
forming them into what their re- 
ports call “Eigenfaces.” These 
unique numbers are then com- 
pared to a database of similarly 
cataloged information for a match. 
MIT stated an accuracy of around 
95% in a test pool of 7,562 images. 
It is unknown how the drastic 
addition of 100,000 faces at the 
Superbowl affected the accuracy, 
however no arrests were made 
based on the surveillance. 

With the Utah Olympic Plan- 
ning Security Command consider- 
ing a similar Viisage system for 
their winter games in 2002, we 


will be seeing a lot more of this 


technology, and it will be seeing 
more of us. 

Have we lost our minds? We 
are so obsessed with defending 
ourselves against the specter of 
crime that we have created a tan- 
gible threat to our liberty. Are we 
willing to trade random offenses 
committed against individuals, for 
the deliberate, legislated crime of 


More customer service 
needed at NECC bookstore 


To the Editor: 

I would like to take a few 
minutes to let you know that I 
am very upset with the campus 
bookstore policy and procedures. 

I have a hard time agreeing 
with how the bookstore handles 
its merchandise and its custom- 
ers. 

For instance, when I call them 
on the telephone to verify whether 
the book that I need is in stock or 
not, the bookstore staff states, 
“We can’t leave the register so 
you are going to have to come in 
and check for yourself.” 

When I proceed to drive the 


20 miles that it takes me to get 
there, I arrive only to find out 
that the book is not in stock. 

I have come up with a simple 
solution. NECC needs to hire 


more people on a part-time ba- | 


sis at the beginning of each se- 
mester to avoid aggravating 
those who work more than 40 
hours a week, and for those of 
us who go out of their way to 
bring business to the NECC book- 
store. 


Sincerely yours, 
Joao Laranjeira, 
NECC student 


Snow banks are a hazard 
in campus parking lots 


To the Editor: 

Whose idea was it to pile up 
mountain high snow banks at 
the corner of each parking lot? 

This is my first semester here 
at NECC. Already, I have almost 
been in several accidents due to 
the snow. 

I know I am not the only one, 
because I hear students com- 
plain about it when they walk 


past the snow mountains. 

I strongly feel that the school 
should put up temporary “STOP” 
signs at each corner. 

If that is too much to ask, 
then they should just pick a bet- 
ter location to pile up the snow. 


Yours truly, 
Henry Casadom, 
NECC student 


imprisoning a population under a 
microscope? What good is secu- 
rity when our privacy is abolished? 
What will be left worth protect- 
ing? 

Law enforcement officials have 
a difficult job. Their profession 
permits success for only the most 
resourceful and ingenious indi- 
viduals. Thank God. The difficul- 
ties they navigate are the encum- 
brances of our individual liberty. 
To impose the law they curtail the 
actions of criminals through re- 
lentless observation while in jail. 

But these methods are used to 
police the guilty, to inflict them 
on the innocent spectators of a 
football game is as great a viola- 
tion of privacy as the snooping 
probe of up-skirt cameras. Both 
are technically legal, but the ethi- 
cal septic tank scrounged in their 
application telegraphs the moral 
character of the entity who would 
use their legality in defense. 

The Tampa Police, oblivious to 
the moral questions involved, were 
impressed with their gadget. It 
makes their job easier, surely the 
pastry industry rejoices. But their 
eagerness is disquieting, this is 
anticipation law enforcement and 
has no place in a democratic soci- 
ety. 

Implementing preventatives in 
policing is like getting an appen- 
dectomy to be on the safe side. It 
imposes unnecessary pain, for an 
undiagnosed reason. It opens our 
system up to a viral infection of 
despots and erodes the concept, 
and belief in free will. 

Our laws vigorously defend the 
right to choose our destiny, which 
is manifest among the unalien- 
able rights cited by the Declara- 
tion of Independence. The Bill of 
Rights vigorously guards this bro- 
mide for the sake of our privacy, 
and for the security of our free- 


. dom, by restricting the liberties of 


college 
education 
expenses. 


Loh see,T cA Hear: 
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TSOL.ATION JAERAPY. 


<> 


law enforcement. 

But power can be a more com- 
pelling force than logic. Like elec- 
tricity or an explosion, it is on a 
persistent quest for expansion, and 
it seeks the path of least resis- 
tance, in society this is fear. Politi- 
cians exploit, and perpetuate this 
formula to build their careers. Ads 
showing the “tough on crime” no 
non-sense, hard-line official, run 
through campaign season like bad 
water through tourists. Their 
promise’s to hear our cries and ‘do 
something’ about crime, has wid- 
ened the path on which our rights 
are trampled. 

The general public steps aside 
for any measure proposed to ‘do 
something,’ without an audible 
challenge or critical thought. 
Whatever concern’s citizens voice 
on the impact laws may have on 
our constitutional rights, is over- 
wrought in a public orgy of accu- 
sations and apathy. “If you’re not 
a criminal what do you have to be 
afraid of” and, “I’m not doing any- 
thing wrong, what do I care.” 


Social hypochondriacs should 
not forget that we are barely 60 
years removed from the murder of 
10 million peopie as a result of 
cultural paranoia. Lethargic citi- 
zens should not forget that inter- 
national indifference enabled the 
slaughter. If we become arrogant 
curators ofthe mantle of freedom, 
that privilege will pass; liberty is 
intolerant of free will irresponsi- 
bly wielded. 

Do not be fooled by the flock of 
chicken littles who trumpet the 
fall of civilization by way of crime. 
Do not believe that a criminal’s 
gunshots are audible cracks in the 
edifice of our society. Patrick Henry 
said, “Is life so dear, or peace so 
sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery?” We 
should observe his remarks and 
scrutinize our laws more closely 
than we allow the law to watch us. 


O'Ryan Johnson is the Observer's opin- 


ion editor. He can be reached at: 
OHannahJohnson@aol.com 
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ANNOUNCING NEW UPS SIGNING BONUS! 


Midnight Sort 
$750" SIGNING BONUS 


Preload Sort 
$750* SIGNING BONUS 


Day & Twilight Sorts 
$500* SIGNING BONUS 


don’t pass it UP... 
pass it on! 
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Package Handlers 
Part-Time 
$8.50 - $9.50 per hour 


APPLY IN PERSON 
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Valentine's day is not 
what it should be id ia: 


@ V-Day is commercial BE N\AD WHEN SHE FINDS 


Give me a break. 
Valentine’s Day is a commer- 


OUT WHAT THURSTONS DOING 
By TIFFANY BORGES 


Contributing Reporter 


Valentine’s Day is just around 
the corner, and I'd like to know 
what all the fuss is about. 

Why is this particular day any- 
more special than every other? 

Imean really, do people actually 
think that buying chocolates and 
flowers will 
sway people in 
this country to 


cially driven holiday that sucks 
people into buying things that have 
no connections to expressing love. 

Okay, so I know I sound a little 
harsh, but not all students at NECC 
feel the same way. Check this out: 

Jacob Bosse, 22, a graphic de- 
sign major said, “Valentine’s Day is 
special to those who have a sweet- 
heart and for those who enjoy tell- 
ing that sweet- 
heart how 
much they re- 


WITH NAARY ANN AND GINGER! 


be “in-love”? ally love 
America them.” 

2 ieee ee 
probably has A llison weave pes eee 
the highest di- Fortin, 20, also beieebed 
vorce rate in the disagreed with 


world, and the 


my opinion 


biggest obesity i“ and said, “This 
problem. is one day that 
What we sticks out be- 


need is not chocolates and flowers, 
but instead marriage counseling 
and Slim-fast. 

Maybe Valentine’s Day is just a 
way for retailers to boost their sales 
after a drawn out holiday season. 

Maybe this poor excuse for a 
holiday is just a way for Hallmark 
toscheme people into buying worth- 
less pieces of junk, like their new 
“kiss-kiss bears.” 


cause you are celebrating love and 
happiness, and everyone can be a 
part of that.” 

So, there are still some roman- 
tics at NECC, but I still think that 
“love and happiness” can be found 
on any other regular day. 

Regular days seem more spe- 
cial, because nothing is ever ex- 
pected from them, unlike the awful 
V-day! 
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“In a duel, there is only 
one instant winner, 
at questiapromo.com 
there are thousands’ 
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For a chance to instantly win a 

Dell’ Laptop, Handspring Visors, 

messenger bags and more, go 
to questiapromo.com! 


Questia” is the new online 
service designed to help 
students write better papers, 
faster and easier. 


quest@a 


Better Papers. Faster. 
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Budget freeze thawed by 'massaging the system' 


@ continued from page 1 


the new faculty contract. 

We had to “massage the sys- 
tem” so there are more students 
in each class that is offered, he 
said. r 

But according to Mary Ellen 
Ashley, vice president of enroll- 
ment management and student 
services, this left 254 students with 
classes canceled this semester due 
to small class size. 

However, Andrews said, “We 
[NECC] should be thinking about 
offering courses so we can put 
programs together to meet stu- 
dent needs.” 


Scooter trend lingers on and captures the young 


@ continued from page 1 


some considerable action on the 
Boston streets. I used it to get 
around instead of the “T” to get 
my “Dangerous Curves” story. 

I have a battle scar on my knee 
from when the sidewalk teamed 
up with a large crack to show me 
how much it loved me. But other 
than that fall, it was a great trans- 
port. Especially on Boston’s side 


@ continued from page 1 


the college does not usually close, 
despite bad road conditions and 
numerous closings at surround- 
ing schools. 

A two-hour delay is the more 
common alternative at NECC. Ata 
staff meeting in January, Presi- 
dent Hartleb said he would keep 
the campus open even in inclem- 
ent weather. 

“I believe to keep the campus 
openis a positive decision,” Hartleb 
said. “After all this is New England, 


and I trust everyone to make a . 


individual judgement as to whether 
itis ariskto come in. Alot of people 
can, and do get here so, lam much 
more likely to call a delay.” 

Both students and faculty 
polled said this policy often means 
making a choice between commit- 
ments at the college and personal 
safety. This is a choice that stu- 
dents and faculty feel they should 
not have to make. 

“There are so few days that do 
require a cancellation, that the 
school should not take the posi- 
tion of doing everything to avoid 
them, as if they are a sign of 
weaknesses in the school,” Cynthia 
Crivara, behavioral science pro- 
fessor, said. “When all area schools 
are closed due to weather, that 
generally means that the local 
streets are not well cleared.” 

Students must make a choice 
between missing a class and af- 
fecting their grade, ortesting their 
driving skills and risking injury. 

Carol L’'Italien, graphic design 
major, said there should be more 
thought in the decision than there 
appears to be. 

“I understand if you have two 
feet of snow that a couple of hours 
allows time to dig out,” L’Italien 
said. “If there is ice involved it is 
a different story. One of these days 


According to Andrews, this may 
involve combining the curriculum 
of two courses into one, making it 
more attractive to students. 

A “hiring freeze” has also been 
placed on professional employ- 
ment in academic departments 
due to the budget crisis. 

Nita Lamborghini, assistant 
dean of college life and healthy 
living, said, “We were asked two 
things: to hold on hiring, and to 
make no purchases over $500.” 

She said if there is a situation 
where a position is open, depart- 
ments may proceed with the in- 
terviewing process, but hiring 
someone will be pending until 


streets where there wasn’t a lot of 
traffic, ifany. You could just cruise. 
I would laugh to myself thinking 
of the pure fun I was having weav- 
ing in and out of parked cars. 
Sometimes I went back to do cer- 
tain roads again, trying different 
lines, or the same one, just be- 
cause it was so fun the first time. 

In Boston, I felt like a little kid 
on a big playground. Now that I 


a student is going to end up killed 
on the way to class, and then how 
positive will staying open look?” 

That actually did occur approxi- 
mately 15 years ago, according to 
Crivara. Having been a teacher at 
NECCsince 1978, she said she could 
remember less than a dozen times 
the school has closed for snow. 

“I have been here long enough 
to remember when a student was 
killed driving to school on a par- 
ticularly.icy day when classes were 
not canceled,” Crivara said. “The 
student population are not the 
most experienced drivers in win- 
ter weather. This year, for example, 
some students are getting their 
first experience with traveling in 
snow and ice.” 

Many students said they were 
still confused about what a two- 
hour delay actually means. Ac- 
cording to the memo .for snow 
storm/emergency situation policy 


further notice. 

Lamborghini said she has told 
her own staff to conduct business 
as usual. 

“T haven’t heard of any prob- 
lems,” she said. 

However, Susan Sanders, fac- 
ulty adviser for the Top Notch 
Players, has said the Players would 
not be able to undertake sched- 
uled activities before the spend- 
ing cap is lifted. 

A planned trip to New York 
City for members of the NECC 
Observer staff had been in the 
works this semester also, but now 
appears to be canceled due to the 
cap. 


think of it, I really want to go back 
and scoot some more. I call it the 
green beast now, it seemed un- 
stoppable. The police didn’t even 
look twice at me riding on the 
sidewalks and I didn’t feel a bit of 
guilt whizzing and weaving 
around people. I do regret not 
making engine noises as I did it. 
Yes I feel immature kicking 
around on transportation that is 


Snow will not cause campus to close 


Barbara Polletta photo 


and procedures, a two-hour delay 
means classes start no later than 
10 a.m., and it is regularly sched- 
uled 10 a.m. classes that will be 
held at that time, not 8 a.m. classes. 

According to Crivaro, atten- 
dance is usually at about 30 per- 
cent on days with a delayed open- 
ing. This usually requires an in- 
structor to teach materials twice 
so as to not punish students who 
can not get to school. 

“On an academic level, there 
doesn’t seem to be much sense 
holding classes on a bad weather 
day,” Crivaro said. “Faculty are 
forced to make some arrangement 
with their students to protect them 
from being at a disadvantage if 
they believe driving to school 
would be dangerous. If classes are 
to be held, then parking lots, ac- 
cess roads and walkways need to 
be better treated, especially for 
those arriving for early classes.” 


Lamborghini did admit that the 
crisis has required a little effort, 
but said, “That is part of team 
work and being willing to pitch in 
to make sure we [NECC] are in 
good shape financially.” 

She added, “That helps what 
we can do for our students. 

“We certainly support the clubs 
and organizations and want them 
to get the most out of their expe- 
rience here,” she said, “We just 
have to be responsible about it.” 

Andrews said that at midyear a 
budget can be adjusted by holding 
down costs in two ways: “You can 
delay filling positions,” and “You 
can hold non-mission critical pur- 


still regarded as a child’s toy. And 
my desire to remain helmet-less 
whilst kicking around on my toy 
angers parents for some reason. 
But I am a big kid (a BIG kid, and 
I have the attention span to prove 
it), and J am not afraid to play. 
Adulthood looms over my head 
along with vivid nostalgia of my 
carefree childhood. I prefer to live 
the childhood part to its fullest 


chases.” 

“It [the budget crisis] is fix- 
able,” he said. “If we can fix this 
we will move ahead. If not, we will 
evaluate our options and maybe 
look at other cost-saving mea- 
sures.” 

“I have instructed human re- 
sources [the people who process 
the payroll], to monitor this and 
advise me over the next week on 
this matter,” Andrews said. 

“T expect all the hard work and 
energy that has gone into solving 
this will leave it resolved within 
the next seven days,” Andrews 
said, adding that he is just “wait- 
ing to see the numbers.” 


at heart 


before I assume my role as a pro- 
ductive member of society. 1 know 
my childhood’s end is nigh, so I'll 
use my toys endlessly. Just like the 
elderly use big tricycles and the 
middle aged men feel the need to 
make model railroads, I will pre- 
serve my youth the best way I 
know how, on my scooter. (State- 
ment subject to change when a 
revamped sit‘n‘spin comes out). 


NECC campus security report 


The following items were taken 
from NECC Haverhill campus secu- 
rity logs: 


Feb. 9: A student reported 
that her 1990 red Buick Lesabre 
was stolen from an NECC park- 
ing lot. She said that it had a 
smoky vent, and that her fly 
wheel was taken along with the 
ignition being damaged. Accord- 
ing to her, a rear-end accident 
had occurred. She also reported 
that her car blew up. Security 
officers told the Observer there 
was no evidence that this event 
actually occurred. 


Jan. 31: An NECC staff mem- 
ber reported that she placed her 
purse in her desk drawer in room 
E159A at 7:45 a.m. and placed a 
briefcase in front of it. She said 
that the room’s doors were left 
open but closed off. She reported 
that the theft had occurred dur- 


ing the next three hours, be- 
cause she opened the drawer at 
11:15 a.m. and noticed the purse 
was missing. 


Jan. 31: At 8:30 a.m., a stu- 
dent in the Spurk building came 
to the security office complain- 
ing that she felt sick, dizzy, hot 
and was having trouble seeing. 
The nurse was not in, but an 
ambulance was called. The am- 
bulance arrived at 8:45 a.m. and 
transported the student to Hale 
Hospital in Haverhill. 


Chorus seeks singers 


The Chorus is seeking male 
singers to join the Chorus via the 
Music Club. Another bass player 
is also needed. 

For more information call Pro- 
fessor Michael Finegold at 556- 
3413 or e-mail him at: 
mfinegold@necc.mass.edu. 
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UMass trustees approve 


zero tuition 


@ Tuition cost for 
in-state students has 
dropped 6% since '95 


BOSTON (AP) Tuition and fees 
at the University of Massachu- 
setts will not rise next year, 
marking the sixth year in a row 
student costs have either de- 
creased or stayed the same. 

The university’s Board of 
Trustees voted to freeze the cost 
of tuition and fees for in-state 
undergraduates at all four cam- 
puses at an average of $4,679 on 
Wednesday, Feb. 7. 

Since 1995, costs for in-state 
students have dropped $290, or 
nearly 6 percent. 

That drop mirrors a five-year 
effort by the state Board of 
Higher Education to lower costs 
at the state and community col- 
leges. 


Hartleb gets 
performance raise 


® continued from page 1 


below what some employees were 
making. This year the board of 
trustees has the authority to raise 
his salary to fit within the state 
average of $135,000. 

When questioned about the tim- 
ing of this raise, with budget is- 
sues in the forefront on campus, 
Frazer said the evaluation process 
began last May and the raise was 
deserved due to Hartleb’s current 
salary and his achievements with 
the college. 

“The board believes David 
Hartleb has done an outstanding 
job of leading NECC,” Frazer said. 
“He is a visionary, able to make 
tough decisions, has an ability to 
understand financial aspects and 
can make tough decisions.” 

At the start of the evaluation 
process Hartleb stated that he 
wished his raise to be held until 
the faculty and staff raises go into 
effect. These raises are to be in 
effect as of Feb. 16. 

In addition to the raise, Hartleb 
will receive a $1,500 per-month 
housing allowance. 


Scholarship fund 
will honor professors 
slain at Dartmouth 


HANOVER, N.H. (AP) A scholar- 
ship fund has been set up to honor 
Susanne and Half Zantop, the 
Dartmouth College professors 
murdered in their home Jan. 27. 

Dartmouth’s Web site says con- 
tributions may be sent to the 
Zantop Scholarship Fund, Stew- 
ardship Office, 63 South Main St., 
Suite 6066, Hanover, N.H. 03755. 

The Zantops’ bodies were found 
by an arriving dinner guest in their 
secluded off-campus home on Sat- 
urday evening, Jan. 27. Authorities 
said the popular professors were 
stabbed, most likely by someone 
they knew or had let into their 
house. 


increase 


“Higher education ... shapes 
a person’s life and helps shape 
our economy and our society,” 
said University President Will- 
iam Bulger. “We want that to be 
as accessible and affordable as 
it can be.” 

During the 2001-2002 aca- 
demic year, tuition and fees will 
be $5,212 in Amherst, $4,222 in 
Boston, $4,129 in Dartmouth 
and $4,255 in Lowell. 


Do the right thing 


NOTHING TO IT: Red cross brings brings blood mobile to Haverhill campus. 
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Study finds that students with on-campus 
jobs feel more connected to college life 


By HEIDI B. PERLMAN 


Associated Press Writer 


BOSTON (AP) Scholarships and 
loans help low income and minor- 
ity students pay for college, but 
many don’t feel part of the fabric 
of university life until they take a 
job on campus, according to a 
new study. 

Students who participated in 
the study, titled “Getting Through 
College,” say the outreach and 
support programs in place now 
work, but much more is needed to 
allow minority students to feel 
integrated int6 the campus—a 
sense of belonging that helps stu- 
dents remain in college. 

Work-study jobs are reserved 
for students on financial aid, and 
often serve as the link they need 
to the college community, said 
Institute for Higher Education 
Policy president Jamie Merisotis. 

“So long as it’s not too much, 
the jobs help students who may 
otherwise feel isolated feel con- 
nected,” he said. “It’s when they 
don’t feel that connection that 
students tend to drop out.” 

Although all students go 
through an adjustment when they 
begin college, non-minorities and 
those from higher-income fami- 
lies tend to feel more at ease and 
less alone sooner, he said. 

“They tend to be the ones who 
feel connected and integrated into 
the culture right away because 
they are the predominant group 
on campus,” he said. 

About 350 minority and low- 
income students in four-year New 
England schools were interviewed 
by telephone for the study. 

Most participants said scholar- 
ships and financial aid were the 
only way they could finance col- 
lege, and that preparatory courses 


helped them adapt to the aca- 
demic rigor. Those who did not 
participate in college prep courses 
said they wished they had, but 
didn’t know the opportunities 
existed. 

Of the group interviewed, 90 
percent are on financial aid, and 
73 percent received need-based fed- 
eral student loans. 

But while aid for needy stu- 
dents is available through the state 
and federal government and at 
most schools, colleges have also 
begun to award aid based on merit. 

That shift is troubling, said 
Blenda Wilson, president and CEO 
of the Nellie Mae Foundation, 
which funded the study. 

“We need to reaffirm the im- 
portance of need-based programs 
and financial aid, or these stu- 
dents will be left out,” she said. 

Allison Jordan, a 21-year-old se- 
nior at the University of New 
Hampshire, agreed. She earned 
decent—but not stellar—grades in 
high school, but always wanted to 
go to college. 

She just didn’t know how she 
was going to pay the bills until her 
guidance counselors helped her 
select a school, find scholarships 
to apply for, and helped her secure 
the loans she needed. 

She will graduate with a sig- 
nificant financial debt to repay, 
but says her degree in social work 
will be worth it. 

“My parents knew I could do it 
but thought they could never af- 
ford to send me to college,” said 
the Manchester, N.H., native. “But 
I fought my way through the past 
four years and made it work. For 
me, it just took someone to point 
me in the right direction.” 

The same was true for Patty 
Waterhouse, 23, a first-year medi- 
cal student at the University of 


Vermont. 

Brought up in Craftsbury, Ver- 
mont, she and her sister were the 
first in their family to attend col- 
lege. Both are graduates of Up- 
ward Bound, a six-week summer 
program that prepares high 
schoolers for the academic and 
social demands of college life. 

“T don’t know anyone else from 
my high school who has gone this 
far (with their education),” she 
said. “I knew a lot of kids who 
could have done it, but needed 
someone to show them the way, 


and never had that.” 

She has had a work-study job 
every year to help pay the bills, 
and has done everything from keep 
statistics for the school basketball 
team to serve as a resident assis- 
tant in the dorms. Each job has 
made her enjoy her time at college 
more, she said. 

“A lot of people don’t feel asso- 
ciated with school, and that’s be- 
cause they’re not a part of any- 
thing,” she said. “It definitely 
makes people happier when they 
have something.” 


@ Page 7 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Feb, 14, 2001 


DURHAM, N.H. (AP) Some Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire students 
may owe their lives to a sprinkler 
system in their apartment build: 
ing. 
Flames hit a building that 
houses several stores and 18 UNH 
students just before dawn Feb, 5, 


No one was hurt, and Fire Chief 


Ronald O'Keefe credits the sprin- 
Klers, 

“This is a great example of a 
building's sprinkler system sav- 
ing the building and possibly some 
lives,” O'Keefe said, 

Investigators said an over: 
heated fluorescent light fixture 
may have caused the three-alarm 
fire, 

The students were allowed back 
into their apartments by mid-af> 
ternoon, 

Fire damage was contained toa 
second-story storage room, but 

smoke and water damage oc- 
curred throughout the rest of the 
building, 


Martha Stewart 
gives to college 
in Maine 

@ It's a good thing 


BANGOR, Maine (AP) The Col- 
lege of the Atlantic has been 


featured on two segments of 


Martha Stewart Living Televi- 
sion, Now it’s getting something 
more from Stewart than expo- 
sure; cash, 

Stewart is donating $15,000 
she won last week by beating 
former NBA star Charles Barkley 
and “Survivor” host Jeff Probst 
on “Celebrity Jeopardy!” 

College of the Atlantic Presi- 
dent Steven Katona is thrilled by 
the donation, which came as a 
surprise, as well as the visibility 
Stewart has brought to the col- 
lege on Mount Desert Island, 
where Stewart has a home, 

“She’s been a really good 
friend to the college and I 
couldn’t be more pleased,” he 
said, “Here and in the entire 
United States, people really 
watch Martha and they really 
pay attention to what she says 
and the things she’s doing. In 
this case, she’s not only helping 
the college monetarily, she's also 
giving us some publicity.” 

Stewart spoke of the college 
in a recent interview with the 
Bangor Daily News, The small 
liberal arts college, founded in 
1969, has several programs fo- 
cusing on the environment, 

“COA is amazing,” said 
Stewart. “I love seeing groups 
(of students) doing their studies 
out on the rocks.” 

Katona said he does not know 
what the money will be used for. 
tHe said it will depend on 
Stewart's wishes, 


1 y0y et tneeeunansyinnsecinanateyenvaatayatnunentuincverneronmnt snare snesnnsairurteannaunpinnseveanaannnnsnestnis 


UMass-Amherst names 
interim chancellor 
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ART IN NATURE; Bare branches against a winter sky, 


BOSTON (AP) The deputy chan 
cellor at the UMass-Amherst cam 
pus will become interim chancel 
lor in June, when David K, Scott is 
set to step down, 

Marcellette G, Williams has 
been deputy chancellor of the 
university's 25,000 student flag 
ship campus since 1994, She is 
also a tenured professor of Kn 
glish and comparative literature, 
She will serve as interim chancel 
lor until a permanent chancellor 
is named, 

“Dr, Williams has compiled a 
distinguished administrative and 
academic record during the course 
of her career,” University Presi 
dent William M, Bulger said, “She 
will provide strong leadership,” 

Before coming to Amherst, Wil 


LOWELL GENERAL HOSPITAL 


“EARN WHILE YOU LEARN. FLEXIBLE PART- 
TIME SCHEDULES FOR STUDENTS, 
EXCELLENT COMPENSATION.” 


APPLY FOR THESE JOBS ONLINE AT 


liams held a variety of academic 
and administrative positions at 
Michigan State University. 

“The opportunity to serve in 
this transitional period is a privi- 
lege and a responsibility that | 
take to heart,” Williams said, 

Scott announced in November 
that he was stepping down at the 
end of June, He said then it was an 
appropriate time to leave, He said 
the university had concluded a 
$125 million capital campaign a 
year ahead of schedule and was 
wrapping up a six-year strategic 
action plan, 

A nuclear physicist, Scott had 
served as provost and vice presi- 
dent for academic affairs at Michi- 
gan State before coming to UMass 
in July 1993, 
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transporting patients to and from the OR, 


assisting patients and staff, 
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Chatty cell phone culture spans oceans 


Letters from Liverpool 


By ZOE J. GRIFFITHS 


Contributing Reporter from Abroad 


alking through the nerve-center 

of student activity here at 

Liverpool University, in the Guild 
of Students building, I spotted a couple 
chatting. An enthusiastic girl was looking 
earnestly into her companion’s face. 

“Yeah, I’m interested in getting involved,” 
said the lad, brightly. 

“Excellent!” she responded, “Just give 
me your number and I'll text you the details 
of our next meeting when I know them.” 

The boy stared down at his shuffling 
feet, then looked up with a wry smile: “I 
haven’t got a mobile, I’m afraid...” 

Love or hate them, since Christmas, 
mobile phones have become the accessory 
for students at Liverpool University. Mean- 
ing that the majority of us can now, at the 
touch of a button, arrange to meet people 
for lunch, find the exact location of a mate 
on campus, warn others if you’re running 
late, wake up a friend who has dozed off in 
the library, ask a housemate to take the 
washing off the line, or simply shut a win- 
dow if it has started to rain. 

The possibilities, it seems, are endless, 
as it would appear are the range of net- 
works, models, cute coloured covers and 
cases and, most annoyingly for some, vari- 
ous ring tones available to us all. 

At the moment, it isa case of the smaller 
the better, and with so many firms in 
competition, the possibilities of free hand- 
sets, or large amounts of free call time are 
proving very enticing for the eternally so- 
ciable student. 

Final-year law student, Sam Dexter, is 
definitely hooked. 

“My mobile is extremely useful, and not 
just for meeting up with my mates, and 
sending jokey text messages. I’m looking 
for a work placement for the summer, and 
it means that prospective firms can get in 
touch with me, without my having to wait 


by the phone at home.” 

Medic Ruth Saunders, 20, uses her mo- 
bile primarily for the free call time she gets 
in the evenings: “My boyfriend attends an- 
other university, but this means that we 
can chat every night, and it doesn’t cost me 
a fortune. We’ve actually gotten along bet- 
ter since I got my mobile for Christmas!” 

Not everyone’s response is so positive. 
Banned completely from the law library 
and the French and geology departments, 
lecturers and tutors throughout the univer- 
sity often find them disruptive and ex- 
tremely annoying. 

Some students are similarly unim- 
pressed: “It's so frustrating when people’s 
mobiles are constantly ringing in the lh- 


brary when you're trying to get an impor- 
tant piece of work done. They’re not even 
supposed to have them turned on in there, 
but people always forget. And it’s always 


the same: ‘Where are you?—I’m in the 
library, meet you outside in 5 minutes?’ 
This is hardly life threatening news. They 
just make people lazy, or more nosey,” says 
Tom Pritchard, a second year geography 
student. 

Unrelated, but enjoying the same popu- 
larity in Uni. at the moment is the fantasti- 
cally versatile “beanie” hat. This having 
been the coldest winter that many of us can 
remember, with even Liverpool experienc- 
ing some snow along with the majority of 
the rest ofthe country. Despite its northern 


Nick Patrie illustration 


location, Liverpool usually experiences 
milder weather due to its position on the 
west-coast, many students have felt the 
need to invest in this comfy, easy, pull-over- 
any-kind-of-hair woolly headgear. 

Stripey, fluffy, plain, sporty, designer, 
or knitted by your Gran, it seems everyone 
is in possession of one of these delicious 
mini head-heaters. It just seems a shame ~ 
that you have to release one toasty-warm 
ear from under your beanie when your 
mobile rings. 


Letters from Liverpool will appear regularly 
in the Observer as part of an article exchange 
arrangement. 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 


| Features Editor 


It was seven years ago that I first 
walked onto the grounds of NECC. As I 
| stepped across the white footbridge I 
thought the school was enormous in 
comparison to the elementary school I 
attended. Yet, there I was, a 14-year-old 
amidst the crowd. 

My mother gracefully walked past the 
podium, shook hands with some man, 
and was handed a piece of paper. She had 
graduated. At the age of 43 my mom was 
honored to receive her associate's degree, 
and I was happy for her. 

However as the years passed and my 
senior year of high school came, I envi- 
sioned a university lifestyle. Little did I 
know or expect that I would follow in my 
mother's footsteps. 

Yet, here I am today at NECC, along 
with my twin sister and older brother. 
NECC offers an affordable and accred- 
ited education, which has become a tra- 
dition of sorts within my family, and 
furthermore in many families. 

Ernie Greenslade, the director of pub- 
lic relations at NECC said, “I think it is 
| really what Northern Essex is about. It 
reflects the age diversity, accessibility, 
and that people are proud and like the 
education they receive here.” 


-NECC becomes a tradition amonet fas 


Photo courtesy the Lariviere family 


WE ARE FAMILY: The Larivieres find NECC a school for the whole family. 


While exact figures were unavailable, 
Greenslade noted it is not uncommon for 
parents and children to attend NECC, either 
together or 20 years apart. 

In addition, it is not unusual to find 
family members in the same class. 

Lisa Lariviere, a 20-year-old liberal arts 
major is currently enrolled in an algebra 
class with her 48-year-old mother. 

“Tt’s actually fun being in the same class 


as my mom,” Lariviere said, “It’s good be- 
cause I never remember to write down the 
homework, and she is always getting on me 
about doing it.” 

Lariviere, her mother, and brother are 
all currently attending NECC. Her sister 
will be attending in the fall of 2001. 

According to Greenslade, there were 
people representing seven families in the 
criminal justice program last year alone, 


Moreover, ‘students one 
after a parent ee 


Jade Parker, a 19-year-old 
major is currently attendi 
Parker’s mother graduated from the 
nursing program in May of 2001 ,» and 

both her sister and brother attended ) 
NECC. "s 

So, as I venture down the halls Sea 
NECC, I find it is a school with roots. — 
Family members and generations are 
attending NECC, and I am not alone. 

Now that I am older, the school 
seems to have shrunk from seven 
years ago, and I still walk on the 
grounds with respect. NECC gave my 
mother an education and opportunity 
to better her life, and I hope it will do 
the same for me. 

And, as I look ahead to the day I 
graduate, I hope my mother will be as 
proud of me as | was of her. 


] 
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Losing restraints and self-control 


}@ Students and a staff 
member were at the 
‘mercy of hypnotist, 

Jim Spinnato 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Features Editor 
Five NECC students and a staff member 
engaged in activities ranging from a daz- 
) gling ballet performance to a Shania Twain 
_ impersonation (by a man) complete with 
the belting of “Ooh I feel like a woman.” 
These volunteers stood in front of a 
crowd of fellow peers who laughed, made 
jokes and even pointed, without being emo- 
tionally crushed or embarrassed. They were 
hypnotized, and had no recollection of the 
folly in which they unwittingly engaged. 
The only requirement to this sleeplike 
condition, during which an individual is 
receptive to suggestions made by the hyp- 
_ notist, is concentration. And, Jim Spinnato, 
a hypnotist for the past 15 years, knew the 
methods of focus. 
As the deep-toned music lingered 
throughout, Spinnato said ina penetrating 
voice, “Close your eyes. Imagine that we've 
placed on the floor a wooden plank. You are 
| standing on the plank, swaying back and 
forth, back and forth. When I tap on your 
_ shoulder you are going to fall forward.” 
As students either fell forward or did 
‘not, Spinnato was able to test the suscepti- 
bility of the individual, A couple of students 
were asked to leave the stage, as they were 
/not prone to hypnotism. Six people re- 
“mained, 
Yet again, the sonorous music droned 
out, as Spinnato held a crystal ball in his 
hand, Waving the ball back and forth and 
counting down from ten to zero, Spinnato 
asked for complete attention. The volun- 
teers were asked to close their eyes again as 
the hypnotist counted down once more. 
Spinnato suggested, “Your head is getting 
_heavierand heavier. Slowly falling forward. 
‘Visualize in your mind a clear blue sky with 


one white fluffy cloud...When I count to two 
you are going to feel really alert and really 
open. Whenever I say sleep, your eyes will 
close, your head will fall, and you will 
sleep.” 

The six NECC volunteers were now hyp- 
notized, and the fun began. The first antic 
was being glued oa chair, The four men and 
two women squirmed about, unable to rise 
from their seats. As they believed they were 
stuck, the audience wondered why they did 
not just get up. 

Next came a feeling of disbelief. When- 
ever Spinnato said the word “Connecticut” 
the entire audience appeared naked, and 
the crew was shocked. Charles Cherisme, a 
23-year-old liberal arts major said, “Yo, they 
got no clothes on.” 

The audience sat on the edge of their 
seats, highly amused, anticipating the next 
act. 

Spinnato finished the act with a grand 
finale, Each student was told to do a certain 
thing, as his or her song played out. From 
a girl flexing to LL Cool J., a Village People 
impersonator and a James Bond-type detec- 
tive, the audience was in hysterics. They 
could not believe these people were actu- 
ally standing in front ofa crowd doing these 
things. 

Furthermore, the volunteers could not 
believe they had done what everyone was 
saying. 

Otis Debnam, a 35-year-old sign lan- 
guage student said, “All I remember is 
closing my eyes and then opening them. | 
was like, how much time went by?” 

Debnam added, “The best way to de- 
scribe it is like falling into a rabbit hole, like 
on Alice in Wonderland, It was just dark,” 

Cherisme agreed, and said he did not 
remember anything. 

This event showed those non-believers 
that hypnotism is real. In addition, Spinnato 
said through studying and reading books, 
he learned the art of hypnotism. 


Tricia Hamblet, features editor, can be reached 
at: twintowers3@juno.com. 
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Part-time positions 
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THE TEST OF SUSCEPTIBILITY: Otis Dubnam, student, sways on an imaginary 
plank, and then falls forward as the hypnotist taps his shoulder. 
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Tech education not enough 


@ Liberal Arts 
promotes timeless 
nature of 
profound ideas 


By O'RYAN JOHNSON 
Opinion Editor 


Higher education is waking up 
to the necessity of adapting its 
curriculum to ensure that the arts, 
humanities and science are in- 
cluded with the Microsoft basics. 
Fortunately, versatility is what the 
liberal arts are all about, says Elaine 
Mawhinney, chairperson for the 
Liberal Arts Revitalization Com- 
mittee. 

In a lengthy conversation with 
the Observer, Mawhinney shared 
her views on the critical role the 
liberal arts play in education. 

With technology promising no 
retreat from our culture, she ar- 
gues, colleges are skirting a dan- 
gerous line between providing a 
tech education and keeping in 
focus the importance of core 
classes in a well rounded educa- 
tion. 

“Tf you have a liberal arts back- 
ground you can do just about any- 
thing. It expands your vision. It 
makes use of all your intelli- 
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gences.” Mawhinney said. 

Her committee is sponsoring 
programs to increase awareness 
of the liberal arts among students 
and the administration, who she 
feels have become overly 
enamoured with technology and 
miss out on the multifaceted ap- 
plications of a classical education. 

Mawhinney defines the liberal 
arts as a body of knowledge asso- 
ciated with the arts, sciences and 
humanities. As an impassioned 
advocate for all the arts, she sees 
classes studying Dostoyevsky and 
anthropology being as useful and 
practical as Java Script. Her 
committee’s purpose is to com- 
municate this to students as well. 

Programs like “Plato not 
Prozac” and “Who wants to be a 
Renaissance Man?” introduce stu- 
dents to the timeless nature of 
profound ideas. 

While Mawhinney’s education 
in the liberal arts has helped her 
see a connection between both 
technical and classical education. 
The single tracked mind set of 
corporate neccessity, along with 
the promise of big payday’s, is 
pushing more students into spe- 
cialization, she feels this puts 
them and education at risk. 

With liberal arts as a back- 
ground she says, “When you come 
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If you have a 
liberal arts back- 
ground you can 
do just about 
anything. It 
expands your 
vision. It makes 
use of all your 
intelligences. 


ELAINE 
MAWHINNEY 


to a situation, you just don’t go by 
the facts, you are able to look 
around it, and come in from dif- 
ferent perspectives and you see 
the total picture.” 

But schools are following the 
demands of students, to provide 
specialized tech training, and “just 
go by the facts” to help meet the 
bottom line. By scheduling classes 
developing web abilities, schools 
are netting bigger profits. The 
short term benefits are more 
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money for the school, and techno- 
logical advancement, but the cost 
to education is already being felt 
at the corporate level. 

An article in the Jul./Aug. 2000 
edition of “Futurist” Roger E. 
Herman said, “Demand for agile 
workers is growing. The idea of 
learning a specialty and staying in 
one field for an entire career is 
passe.” 

Mawhinney says corporations 
are screaming for liberal arts stu- 
dents because they ask questions 
instead of running with what has 
been handed to them. Eugene 
Lang in an article for the Winter 
1999 edition of “Daedalus” said 80 
percent of new jobs require two 
years of college level education, 
while according to a 1993 Depart- 
ment of Education survey one- 
third of American adults are func- 
tionally illiterate. 

The need for a fuller education 
is growing, and not enough is 
being done to fillthe vacuum. The 
Liberal Arts Revitalization Com- 
mittee has entrusted itself with 
ensuring the students of this 


school, are exposed to the univer- 
sal applications of “The da Vinci 
Model” in the words of Mawhinney, 
the person who is good at science, 
the arts, and politics. 

Technical training is a quick 
fix, it provides an immediate solu- 
tion for the workplace, but due to 
technologies rapid advancement, 
businesses will soon need a differ- 
ent solution, and inevitably a dif- 
ferent problem will present itself, — 
and a new skills will be required. — 

Tech training is a Band-Aid on © 
the potential hemorrhage of un- 
qualified workers that may spill | 
out of our colleges. The cure is the 
bedrock of America’s collegiate © 
education. The arts, humanities 
and sciences break down the bar- 
riers of a single tracked mind set _ 
and fosters an appreciation of a 
connection between ideas. This 
presents practitioners with the | 
unparalleled ability to weigh glo- 
bal concerns against local needs, | 
and in the process provides em-_ 
ployers with a rounded individual — 
that can truly, as the saying goes, | 
“Think outside the box.” 
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@ As kids get 
smarter, cartoons 
become more 
expressive 


By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


It is time to bring something out 
into the open. Cartoons are not just 
for kids anymore. This may come as 
a shock, and if you feel let down by 
this comment. . . I apologize. 

It just seems that this point 
needs to be made for the sake of all 
of us animation fans that are con- 
stantly ridiculed due to a fascina- 
tion with moving drawings. 

Now, I wouldn’t be prompted to 
say this if there were no conflicts 
with my peers on this issue. Anima- 
tion seems to turn the older view- 
ing audience off. I mean, I can wax 
the old memories by bringing up 
shows like “Scooby Doo” and 
“Thundercats.” 

When I say I still enjoy watching 
those classiccartoons, Idrawridicule. 

“Grow up,” they all say. These 
cartoons are favoite memories of 
their past. Why do they pass these 
things off and try to bury them? I 
say we should embrace them. 

Cartoon Network just recently 
went to basic cable in my area. 
Anyone who is familiar with this 
channel knows it is all cartoons, all 
the time, and that most of the 
cartoons are classics or standards 
of an older generation: “Loony 
Toons,” “Scooby Doo,” “The 
Flintstones,” “Tom and Jerry.” Those 
names must ring some bells. 

Right now I am sure all of you 
are saying, “Oh ya! I remember 
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that, those were so fun when I was 
younger.” 

The classics really stick, how- 
ever, by a common thread. The 
humor expressed in them can be 
found funny by all ages. [laugh my 
rear right off the chair at Tom and 
Jerry as they smash each other 
“shot for shot,” but then J also see 
loads of social commentary that is 
relevant to the time of the show. 
When I watch Fred and Barney in 
“The Flintstones,” [now know why 
they always are complaining about 
their spouses. 

After those golden years of ani- 
mation, cartoons just went to the 
kids. They were all full of fluff and 
morals. The good guys were invin- 
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cible; the humor toned down to 
funny voices and catch lines. 

As much as I loved the “Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles” as a kid, the 
cartoons just don’t do it for me now. 

Animated programming was 
making kids dumb and witless. I 
can see where my peers come off 
saying that cartoons are for kids. 

But midway through the ’90s 
something happened to animation 
that really caught me and made me 
what I am today. Networks started 
to care about the intelligence of 
their cartoons. 

Nickelodeon pioneered this 
move with “Nicktoons,” three 
shows that were wacky enough to 
catch kids’ attention, but smart 
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enough to stick with adults. 

One of those “Nicktoons” was 
“The Rugrats.” From the start, 
“Rugrats” was a cartoon that fami- 
lies could watch, and neither side 
was dumber from it. 

The quality of humor and con- 
tent surpassed any of the past car- 
toon shows. To me, “Rugrats” 
brought cartoons backto the grown 
up audience. It had slapstick hu- 
mor, cute little catch lines and the 
social awareness that “Loony Toons” 
expressed in an age before anyone 
thought about it. 

Thencartoons like “Eek The Cat,” 
“Animaniacs” and “Rocko’s Mod- 
ern Life” followed. It gave big kids 
an incentive to watch, thus car- 
toons weren’t just for kids. 

With the rising interest in Japa- 
nese animations like “Akira,” anew 
element was introduced into every- 
day cartoon shows: inspired drama 
and mortality. 

Until then, “G.J. Joe” was the 
closest thing to real life action and 
drama that animators would take 
American cartoons. Then came my 
favorite action cartoon of all time: 
The masterpiece known as 
“Batman: The Animated Series.” 

The new Batman cartoon sped 
away from the campy 60s and ’70s 
characters, then slowed down into 
anew focus. The cartoon examined 
Batman’s mortality and life. 

Bruce Wayne always had emo- 
tional problems in connection with 
the murder of his parents. Vigilan- 
tism, clashing with the police, ethi- 
cal problems and self restraint. 
These very real things never really 
appeared on a cartoon show, un- 
less it was designed for an after 
school special. There were no mor- 
als at the end of the episodes, the 


good guy usually won—but not al- 
ways—and characters were not 
drawn out to be good or bad all the 
time. This was very shocking to me; 
I was 10 years old when this came 
out. I thought that sometimes it 
was downright scary. 

The new, more grown-up, take 
on cartoons spawned more and 
more series that employed drama 
as a way to attract superhero ac- 
tion, became superhero drama “X- 
Men,” “Batman Beyond” and Anime 
titles like “Dragon Ball Z” and 
“Gundam Wing.” 

You may argue about the ma- 
ture subject matter and violence of 
these more grown up cartoons. 
These are the most recent incarna- 
tions ofanimation’s coming ofage— 
whether you think they belong or 
not is your opinion. 

I like them because they are 
always on. Especially with “Car- 
toon Network” and “WB” playing 
cartoons more often. I get sick of 
the redundancy of talk shows, CNN 
and “Must See TV.” 

Whenever I am watching those 
things I feel informed, sometimes 
entertained and most of all grown- 
up. But now there are fun pro- 
grams and gripping tales in the 
form of those childish cartoons. 

Next time you laugh at a friend 
who says that he would rather 
watch cartoons than hang out with 
you. He may have a complex, but if 
that person just likes cartoons, he 
or she is not childish. 

Just be more considerate about 
a person’s entertainment prefer- 
ence. Think about how much drama 
you've been pulling from TRL and 
the creativity of the news. Cartoons 
aren’t for everyone, but they are 
not just for kids anymore. 


- 
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{By NICK PATRIE 
Arts Editor 


Isaw the title written across park benches 
and girls’ T-shirts, “Snatch.” It raises little 
demons inside everyone’s dirty little minds. 

Director Guy Ritchie picked the perfect 


(title for his new masterpiece. His directorial 


debut was a smash with his cult hit “Lock, 
Stock and Two Smoking Barrels,” a tale of 
living by the gun. 

In “Snatch,” Ritchie takes a “Pulp Fiction” 
kind of angle on a crime scenario in London. 
The story’s main characters are Turkish (Ja- 
son Statham) and Tommy (Stephen Graham). 
Turkish and Tommy are two amateur boxing 
promoters who are struggling to promote 
their fighter named Gorgeous George. 

They cross the path of a local gypsy band 
and wind up with the mumbling pagan 
named Mickey (played by Brad Pitt), who is an 
exceptional boxer. Due to a misunderstand- 
ing with Brick Top (Alan Ford), a ruthless 
underworld crime boss, Turkish and Tommy 
are forced to employ Mickey and use his 
indomitable boxing skills in the ring. (But 
wait, there’s more...) 

Benicio Del Torro plays a jewel thief} 
gambling addict named Frankie Four Fin- 
gers, who steals a huge diamond for Avi 
(Dennis Farina), a devout Jew and collector of 
all things stolen. Torro’s character must go 
to London and sell the diamond to Doug the 
Head, a wannabe Jew, while evading the 
Russian crime boss Boris the Blade. 

Boris hires a handful of thieves and hus- 
tlers to kidnap Frankie Four Fingers, and this 
somehow swings around to Brick Top. Phew. 

This is just the basic plot. And Guy Ritchie 


Arts & ENTERTAINMENT 


finds a way to blend them wonderfully, and 
with style. 

This movie is a textbook for film classes. 
Ritchie incorporates just about every camera 
shot, speed and angle that a film teacher 
could dream of, plus a lowdown drum-and- 
base soundtrack and rapid-fire filmmaking. 
Even if you can’t hold onto the plot, the 
movie is still great to look at. 

It really takes some imagination to take a 
classic-style gangster plot, incorporate all of 
the players into equal roles and make a two- 
hour movie out of it. 

Ritchie’s styles also make these zany charac- 
ters seem very real. The movie contains no 
glamour whatsoever. The shiniest object in the 
movie is the diamond. The movie’s atmosphere 
is your typical London gray and lots of mud. 

There are so many different ways that this 
movie can be seen as a unique work. I still 
find, however, that Guy Ritchie borrows a lot 
of technique from Quentin Tarrentino: how 
the two fimmakers work plots, how they use 
revolutionary filming techniques and their 
non-chalant take on gunplay. To them, guns 
are essential, yet the gun fights are no big 
deal. I like that. 

What this movie really proves, though, is 
that there is room in the big box office for 
complicated smart films. Movies like 
“Dogma,” “The Matrix” and now “Snatch” 
raise the bar for mainstream filmmakers. 

The classic styles of filmmaking have 
worked, but they are getting tired. I won’t 
rate “Snatch” with a scale of stars . | will only 
say that this movie has set a brilliant new 
standard in modern film. 


Nick Patrie, arts editor, can be reached at: 
neokairo@yahoo.com. 


uy Ritchie snatches our attention with star-studded cast 


Photo courtesy of Screen Gems Pictures 


BOXING'S BEEN GOOD TO ME: Turkish and Tommy employ "Mickey the gypsy" 
(Brad Pitt, center) in a film that sets a new standard in smart, modern 


filmmaking. ° 


Survivor's second run: pretty faces and big competition 
ous Saeelt ¢ eo 


@ One of the first to be 
shamed out of the tribes 
is a NH native 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Making a highly publicized premier fol- 
lowing the Superbowl, the second act of 
“Survivor” landed the ratings expected in 
this prime time slot. 

This time around viewers will not see 


_ tropical sunsets, but instead a bit of the 


4 


Australian outback as Survivors set up camp 
on a50,000-acre section of the outback that 
isn’t even labeled on most maps. 

The 16 contestants—who viewers will 
either love, or love to hate—flew into the 
deep outback on a huge gull-winged plane 
and were divided into two tribes, Ogakor 
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and Kucha. 

Already, Kucha tribe member Jeff, a 34- 
year-old Internet project manager from New 
York City, was sick and loosing his lunch 
before the cameras. Call me critical, but I 
understood when people got seasick on the 
first show’s voyage on by sea to the camp, 
but airsick? He was seriously ill for more 
than the first two days. I kept wondering 
how they found this guy, and if he is so 
delicate why on earth did he want to do 
this? 

It is such questions about motivation 
that made “Survivor” the hit that it was. 
Many fans tuned in to see if CBS could do it 
again. Last summer the show dominated 
the ratings, and kept America talking about 
the latest victim of tribal counsel to be 
voted off. Dissecting the clues and person- 
alities to determine who would be next, 
became an intricate piece of the entertain- 
ment. 

After watching two episodes I have wit- 
nessed a similar draw that could make this 
season equally intriguing to the viewing 
audience. 

The contestants are perhaps more physi- 
cally attractive, a decision made, in my 
opinion, to make up for Richard and his 
jiggling nudity. There are just some things 
we don’t want to see. Though these tribe 
members have more chiseled physiques 
than the first “Survivor” gang, their grating 
and dominating personalities are as plenti- 
ful as in the first group. 

Those that stand out as leaders could 
either be the first to go or the ultimate 
survivor. In this game it is hard to tell. I 
think that is the true interest that holds the 
viewer’s attention each week. It is “people 
watching” at its finest. Those who don’t 
enjoy trying to figure people out will not 
understand its attraction. 


Last summer the show 
dominated the ratings 
and kept America 
talking about the 
latest victim of 

the tribal council. 


So far the tribal council has claimed one 
member from each tribe. Deb Eaton, a 
corrections officer from New Hampshire, 
received the dishonor of being the first to 
go. Fellow Kucha tribe members unani- 
mously voted her off in an action that 
smells suspiciously of an alliance. 

Eaton had a stern personality and re- 
fused to joke about sex during the im- 
promptu slumber party the first night at 
camp. However, she did not stand out as 
the likely choice of every member of the 
tribe. Already an alliance seems to be at 
work, and it should be expected this time. 
These contestants have seen the game played 
out already; they know how it works. 

None of the contestants made an effort 
to hide the fact that they watched the first 
Survivor. 

According to a report in the Jan. 26 issue 
of Entertainment Weekly, CBS producers 
had to ask the tribes repeatedly to stop 
referring to the first “Survivor.” Host Jeff 
Probst was quoted in the report as he voiced 
his certainty that alliances are already 
formed. 

“Sure, everyone here watched “Survi- 
vor,” but so what? It just makes the game 


more interesting. An alliance? You better 
be in one now. But you better not trust it,” 
Probst said. 

So it appears these contestants paid 
attention to how to really play the game. 
The prospect of 16 Richard Hatch-like play- 
ers does prove interesting. It is hard to tell 
who will be next to go, which will become 
the most hated but persevering member of 
a tribe. 

It appears that CBS has nearly equaled 
the interesting aspects of the first “Survi- 
vor.” Holding America’s interest as the 
show did last summer will be difficult, but 
“Survivor” is worth following for at least 
one more season. 
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Lots of love 
for Virgos 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) You are in a very 
practical frame of mind and unusually sharp in 
all your money matters. In your can-do-any- 
thing mood, no matter how busy, you will be 
more than able to take care ofeverything. Speak 
softly and avoid disagreements with a loved 
one. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) Family is high- 
lighted for now. Heart-to-heart talks with chil 
dren will prove advantageous. The financial 
goals you’ve had in mind are going to be 
realized in the very near future. Strive for 
fairness in all your decision-making. 

GEMINI: (May 22-June 21) Any problems in 
family or home life will finally be resolved. Keep 
your cool in the workplace, co-workers may be 
overly sensitive. There are changes, from a 
distance, which will stir things up at work for 
the next few weeks. Unreasonable demands 
may be made. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) You'll start the 
week in a dream world of your own. It may be 
best to take time alone and treat yourselfbetter. 
A short trip may be the ticket to fun and 
adventure. Work runs smoothly for a change, 
but there are tensions in the home. Remember 
your mate. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug. 23) Listen to a friend’s 
advice regarding financial planning. Once you 
have your plan in order, take time to discuss it 
with your beneficiary. Others may accuse you of 
living with unrealistic expectations - don’t let 
it bother you, your best ideas come to you this 
Way. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) This week will 
bring passion and intimacy with your love. 
Business and household projects are favored, 
and you'll be surprised at how much you get 
done. There may be a bonus for your recent 
efforts. Take time for laughter, and make plans 
to further your education. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

The more you depend on your inner re- 
serves, the stronger you are. Your actions in- 
spire family members to strive for their best. 
There are some self doubts you have been 
wrestling with which only youcanworkthrough. 
Selfimprovement efforts will succeed. 

SCORPIO: (Oct.24- Nov. 22) Spend time with 
close friends and have some fun. Both your 
friendships and love relationships are very 
fulfilling. Keep your cool; someone is trying to 
undermine your position with flattery or out- 
right bribery. There is a lucrative job possibility 
in the future. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) Is a pretty 
effortless and pleasurable week. You have the 
power to make changes for the better. Personal 
achievements and romance will be highlighted 
for the next few months. You need to resolve an 
old misunderstanding with an estranged friend. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) This week 
will start on a very upbeat note. Wherever you 
are, you are surrounded by luck and friendship. 
Unexpected money is most likely to come your 
way. Your work and family responsibilities are 
heavy, you have people relying on you from all 
sides, take things one at a time. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 -Feb.19) There are many 
things that need your attention right now. Try 
to prioritize, and do the most important things 
first. Verbal clashes are unavoidable - both your 
kids and co-workers will challenge your author- 
ity. Check out any opportunities to increase 
your income. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) Spend some 
time with your mate and family. You are both 
assertive and charming. It feels good to succeed 
at work and know your family’s happy too. The 
week will be full of heavy mental stimulation 
and many challenges. Innovative and uncon- 
ventional approaches may work well. 


Music fans flock to Napster 
fearing imminent court ruling Jennifer Lopez and 


@ More than 10,000 users 
logged on last Saturday 


By RON HARRIS 


Associated Press Writer 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) Fans of the song 
sharing service Napster logged on by the 
tens of thousands for a last minute grab at 
music they fear a federal court may knock 
offline. 

Nearly 10,000 users logged on Saturday, 
Feb. 10, to just one of Napster’s more than 
100 computer servers sharing nearly 2 mil- 
lion free MP3 song files, according to the 
Web site. A sample use last July saw 7,300 
users sharing 800,000 files. 

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals was 
set to rule this week on a lower court’s 
injunction against the Redwood City-based 
company. The recording industry sued 
Napster in December 1999 for copyright 
infringement. 

The appeals court stayed the injunction 
in July, allowing Napster to stay online. If 
the court reinstates the injunction, Napster 
could be crippled. 

UCLA student James Papasin, 23, said he 
was not panicking. Papasin said if Napster 
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had to shut down he could easily find other 
ways to get free music by massaging the 
right Internet search engines. 

“You can just search for whatever music 
you want and it directs you to links where 
you can download the music from people’s 
private servers,” Papsin said about his 
Napster alternative. “It’s pretty impossible 
to police all those sites.” 

Despite allegations of illegal trading via 
the service, Napster’s base of registered 
users has exploded and challenged major 
record labels to consider different methods 
of reaching consumers online. 

Napster has remained confident that it’s 
service will withstand the legal test, saying 
on its Web site over the weekend, “We have 
great confidence in our legal position.” 

The Recording Industry Association of 
America, the trade group representing 
record labels, has argued that Napster ille- 
gally connects users bent on giving away 
copyrighted material without permission. 

“Monday’s decision may finally clear 
the way for the legitimate online market- 
place to thrive in an environment that 
encourages both creativity and a respect 
for copyright,” RIAA president Hilary 
Rosen said in a statement released last 
Friday. 


Tor 10 Musi 


Madonna still selling 


(AP) The following is the nation’s best- 
selling recorded music according to this 
week’s issue of Billboard magazine. Re- 
printed with permission: 

1. “Ms. Jackson,” OutKast. LaFace. 

2. “Stutter,” Joe (feat. Mystikal). Jive. 


3. “It Wasn’t Me,” Shaggy (feat. Ricardo 
“RikRok” Ducent). MCA. - 


4. “Again,” Lenny Kravitz. Virgin. 


5. “Love Don’t Cost A Thing,” Jennifer 
Lopez. Epic. 


6. “Don’t Tell Me,” Madonna. Maverick. 


7. “Independent Women PartI,” Destiny’s 
Child. Columbia. 


8. “If You’re Gone,” matchbox twenty. 
Lava. 


9. “Angel,” Shaggy (feat. Rayvon). MCA. 


10. “He Loves U Not,” Dream. Bad Boy. 
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@ NECC women 
remain unbeaten 
in their division 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


The NECC women’s basket- 
ball team clinched the regional 
title with an impressive 62-42 
win at Norwalk on Saturday, 
Feb. 10. 

The Knights stayed perfect 
within the division with a 10-0 
record, and improved to a 19-6 
overall record. 

NECC and Norwalk went into 
the game ranked 18th and 19th, 
respectively, in the NJCAA Divi- 
sion III poll, and ranked one and 
two in the division with Norwalk 
trailing by one game going in. 

The win puts the NECC team 
in excellent position to win the 
Regional Tournament, which 
will be held at NECC March 3-4. 

“We are in a really comfort- 
able position, being the number 
one seed and having the home 
court advantage. We just have 
to show up and play,” said Coach 
Andrew Pittington. 

The Knights were down 19- 
17 at half time, before explod- 
ing for 45 points in the second 
half. 
~ Co-Captain Lyndsey Hamblet 
led the team with 17 points and 
11 rebounds. She scored 15 of 


her 17 points in the second 
half while shooting 86-percent 
(6/7) from the field on the 
night. 

“Lyndsey was unstoppable 
in the post, in the second-half,” 
said Pittington. 

Jessica Hamilton (11 points, 
7 assists, 7 rebounds, and 4 
steals) and Glenda Cancel (8 
points, 9 assists, and 8 steals) 
both had monster nights for 
NECC. 

“Norwalk got into foul 
trouble early, and mentally 
took themselves out of the 
game,” said Pittington. 

The Knights have finished 
their division schedule, and 
they have only three games 
remaining before the MCCAC 
Tournament on Feb. 24-25. 

The team has won eight of 
their last 10 games, and is 
playing extremely well down 
the stretch. 

The Knights rolled over 
Springfield Tech. 73-35, with 
Hamilton leading the way with 
17 points. 

They beat North Shore Com- 
munity College 73-39 in front 
of Girl Scout troops who 
cheered the team on and later 
met the players. 

Lyndsey Hamblet scored 17 
points, and Hamilton chipped 
in 15. The Trend of big wins 
continued as NECC beat 
Roxbury Community College 
78-37; Hamilton led the team 


Sue MacAvoy photo 


GIRL SCOUTS AT CENTER COURT: A local troop of Girl Scouts are excited to meet members of the 
NECC women's basketball team after the team's victory over North Shore Community College. The players 


look happy too. In the background is NECC's cheery Knight mascot. 


with 23 points. 

The Knights have two home 
games remaining on their sched- 
ule, against Dean College on 


Boston in the playoffs? Is this a dream? 


@ Celtics have done 
nothing but win 
since Pitino left 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


want to know the answer to 

one question, just one simple 

question that I ask when I 
think about the winning ways of 
Boston sports teams as of late. 

This simple question is, are these 
teams for real? Or is this some sick 
twisted joke, planned out by some 
smug New York fan? 

If I start believing in my home- 
town teams, will some New York 
thug who uses pictures of Larry 
Bird as a dart board, come out and 
choke my last bit of pride and hope 
away? Can I believe my eyes? 

Ilookat the NBA and NHL stand- 
ings and see not one but two teams 
currently occupying playoff spots. 
Should I have hopes of more than 
one playoff series gracing the Fleet 
Center floor? 

So, the answers to my questions 
won't come easily, but I have just 
now decided to let my good sense 
leave me, and truly believe that the 
Bruins and the Celtics will keep 
with their recent winning ways. 

I am aware that the Celtics are 
about to embark on a seven-game 
Western road trip that could possi- 
bly put an end to any hope of a 
playoff spot. This is the point where 


I look at the NBA and NHL standings 
and see not one but two teams currently 
occupying playoff spots. Should I have 
hopes of more than one playoff series 
gracing the Fleet Center floor? 


I pull a Jim Fassel and declare that 
the Celtics, under the leadership of 
interim Head Coach Jim O’Brien 
will make the playoffs. Not only will 
they make the playoffs but by 
season’s end, the Celtics will have a 
winning record. 

As of right now there is no rea- 
son to doubt the Celtics’ ability to 
make the playoffs. The team is win- 
ning, and they have done nothing 
but win since O’Brien took over for 
Rick Pitino on Jan. 8. 

The team is playing good de- 
fense finally, Antoine Walker and 
Paul Pierce are playing great right 
now, and the team has been getting 
production from the other players 
ever since Pitino’s resignation. 

The team is currently 22-27 and 
10-5 under O’Brien. The Celtics are 
riding high and hopefully they will 
keep it going all the way to the 
playoffs. 

The Bruins are a team that will 
go out and beat the elite teams of 
the NHL on any given night, but 


lose to the inferior clubs on any 
given night. 

The Bruins are 24-21-6-2 and 3 
points in front of the Carolina Hur- 
ricanes for the eighth and final 
playoff spot in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. 

The turnaround of the Bruins 
has been a longer process than 
the Celtics, but it has been a pro- 
cess none the less. The early 
season trade for Bill Guerin has 
been the key to the turnaround. 
The Bruins should join the Celtics 
at the Fleet Center for a playoff 
bash. 

Should both teams collapse un- 
der the playoff pressure, we still 
have the Boston College men’s 
basketball team and their unbe- 
lievable season to cheer for. 

When all else fails, and the 
deep depression of losing starts 
to set in again, just remember 
that soon the names of Nomar, 
Pedro, and Manny will be heard 
with regularity once again! 


Thursday, Feb. 15, and on Satur- 
day Feb. 17 against Mass Bay 
Community College. 

The team would much appre- 


ciate the support from fans at 
those home games, and they are 
hoping to have a good turnout 
for the Regional Tournament. 


—_ 
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we do while hypnotized 


WHAT IS THAT AWFUL SMELL?: Volunteers are appalled with the fowl smell 
coming from the hypnotist. . . or so they think. 


: 


PASSING THE TEST: Charles Cherisme falls forward, obviously susceptible to 
hypnosis. 


NOW SLEEP: NECC students are in a trance while hypnotist, Jim 
Spinnato, starts the next antic. 


Tricia Hamblet photos 


YOUNG MAN: Charles Cherisme enlight- 
ens the crowd with his dance skills as he 


I'M A LIZARD: An NECC student shows the crowd gets his groove on to "YMCA" by the 
what he can do with his tongue, while under Village People. 
hypnosis. 


THE GYM'S THAT WAY: A song by LL Cool J signifies it is time 
for this NECC student to flex her muscles for the audience. 


